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ABSTRACT 

In an effort to assess community college students* 
knowledge of the liberal arts, the Center for the Study of Community 
Colleges developed and field- tested a student survey and General 
Academic Assessment (GAA) instrument. The GAA was completed by a 
sample of 8,024 students at four large, urban community college 
districts* The scores were cro&s tabulated by selected student 
characteristic variables (e*g*^ age, ethnicity, native language, and 
reason for attending college) and selected educational background 
variables (e.g., the number of college units already completed by the 
student, and the number of English courses the student had taken 
prior to the GAA test). On the literacy section of the GAA, which 
assessed student ability in English grammar, punctuation, and reading 
ability, older students scored slightly higher than younger students. 
Not surpisingly, native language seemed an important factor in a 
student's ability to use English. Students attending college to 
satisfy personal intere^^t scored higher on the literacy section than 
those intending to transfer or receiving occupational training. There 
appeared to be a positive correlation between the niunber of semester 
hours completed and scores on the literacy section of the GAA. A 
positive correlation was revealed between the number of English 
courses taken and the students* GAA literacy scores. (EJV) 
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT - LITERACY 



In m if fort to amw co«Mmity col lift students' knowledge 
of the liberal arts, the Center for the Study of CoMunity 
Colleges developed and field-nested a student survey and general 
acidciic isiessient. This General Acideiic Assessaent (GM) has 
representative nuabers of itees in the huMnities, sciences, 
social sciencesi MttheMticSi and English usage. In addition, it 
contains such background itms about t*^ students as age, the 
nuibcr of college credits earned, educational and occupational 
aspirationsi self-assessamt of their skills, and the nueber of 
Hberal-arts courses taken. 

During 1963 and 19M, a saaple of &,K4 students at four 
large urban comnity college districts (Los Angeles, Chica;, 
MiaMi-Dade, and St. Louis) completed the GM instruaent. 
sanple Mas obtained by taking every twentieth eligible class 
section in each of the districts' F'^ule of classes. Only 
sections nith acadcvic transfer-credus were eligible; students 
taking rcMdial classes, vocational-technical classes, adult 
education, or coownity services courses exclusively Mere not 
included. 

This ERIC digest examines hen Nell the studetits did on the 
literacy portion of the GRA. The nature of the literacy test 
itCK is first discussed, folloMed by a series of tables that 
detail scores by ethnicity, age, and educational background. 

Test itCK in the literacy section of the GRA assess student 
ability in English graMar, punctuation and reeling 
cosprchension. An exaaple is provided beloN: 



Graayr . Each sentence belon Nay contain an error in graawr 
(Mrong for* of verb, noun, pronoun, adject ivi, adverb). A few 
sentences are correct as they stand. Circle the letter 
indicating the errur, if any. If there is no error in the 
sentence, circle the letter E on the answer sheet. 



1. As she entered the bus the woaan said, "There's no seats in 
A B C 

the back; let's stand here by the d< or.' <No error) 
D E 

2. The only weakness that lowers the grades on vy English 

U B C 

thcMS are the errors in spelling. (No error) 
D E 



ItciS were provided by the City Colleges of Chicago. 
Selection was wade by panels of staff weebers frow cownunity 
in Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, Niawi, Phoenu and St. 
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Louis. A total of 61 
forws of the GAA. 
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August 1964 



«n English us»ge was used on the five 



Scores on the literacy section were aggregated and converted 
to ten-point scale scores. 

Jn the following tables, the GAA scores are cross tabulated 
by selected Student Characteristic variables and selected 
Educational background variables. Student characteristics 
encompass age, ethnicity, native language, and reason for 
attending college; Educational background variables include the 
nuwber of college units already cowpleted by the student, and the 
nuwber of English courses that the student has taken prior to the 
GAA test. Each table shows, in rank order, the wean literacy 
score on a scale of 1 to 16. 

I. GAA Scores Cross Tabulated by Student Characteristics 
A. Mean Scores by Student Age 

In general, older students scored higher than younr«r 
students. However, the difference between high and low scores is 
less than one point. 



Aoe 


Mean 


NuNber 


Over Se 


5.71 


176 


41-50 


5.38 


306 


31 - « 


5.06 


8% 


se or less 


4.99 


3,815 


21 - 38 


4.7B 


3,245 


Entire Population 


4.94 


7,838 



B. Mean Scores by Uhether or not English is the Native Language 



Not surprisingly, native Unguage seews an iiportant factor 
in a student's ability to use English. However, when exacined by 
ethnic group, niMve and nonrnative English speaking Hispanics 
not only show the smallest differential, but also scored second 
highest in each instance. 



Ethnic GrouD 


Mean/Yes 


N 


Mean/No 


N 


Differential 


nil 


5.19 


6,0«5 


4.10 


1,877 


1.09 


Asian 


4.48 


208 


3.85 


549 


.63 


Black 


4.15 


1,894 


132 


111 


.83 


Hispanic 


4.77 


599 


4.35 


817 


.42 


Uhite 


6.08 


3,027 


4.43 


265 


1.59 


Other 


4.77 


223 


3.59 


100 


.96 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



C Mean Scores by flMson for Atttnding CoUtge 

Stttdintf attend cowmyty colleges for a variety of reasons. 
Those attending to satisfy a personal interest scored higher on 
the literacy section than those intending to transfer or 
receiving occupational training. 



ilNion for flttcndino 


Ifean 


Nurter 


Personal Intimst 


5.43 


568 


Transfir 


4.96 


4,433 


Advanct in OcniMtion 


4.a2 


702 


Enter an Occupation 


4.72 


2,139 


Entirt Population 


4.93 


7,862 



Students planning a career in the applied arts scored higher 
than any other career aspirations Mith a score of 5.29. 

0. ifean Scores by Sf*lf-flssessMnt of Editing Skills 

Students taking the BM Mere asked to rate their oim ability 
to edit written eaterial as ccepared to other students at their 
college. Those i#k> rated theiselves highly also scored high on 
the literacy section of the GWl 



Ratina 


Mean 


Nuiber 


Excellent 


6.28 


1,050 


Good 


5.08 


2,992 


Fair 


4.56 


3,031 


Poor 


4.16 


806 


Entire Population 


4.95 


7,879 



11. GPA Scores Cross Tabulated by Educational Background 
A. Mean Scores by Nunber of Coapleted College Units 

There appears to be a positive correlation betiieen the 
nuiber of sceester hours coapleted and scores on the literacy 
section of the GML 



Nueiier of Unitf Conleted 


Mean 


Ntwber 


60 or aorc 


5. 55 


1,265 


45-59 


4.96 


1,055 


30 - 44 


4.90 


1,396 


15-29 


4.83 


1,635 


0 - 14 


4.73 


2,213 



Mien corpared by ethnic grruo, the rate of gain for Asian 
students eas aeong the highest. 



Ethnic Group 


Mean 


N 


Mean 


N 


Differential 




0-14 Units 




60 or ■ore 










units 






Asian 


3.69 


166 


4.63 


136 


.94 


Black 


3. 98 


550 


4.59 


278 


.61 


Hispanic 


4.56 


429 


4.56 


197 


0 


Uhitc 


5.52 


936 


6.68 


567 


1.16 


Other 


4. 19 


79 


5.06 


52 


.87 



B. Mean Scores by ^kl■ber of English Courses Taken 



A positive correlation is revealed between the nuiber of 
English courses taken and the students* BW literacy scores. 



No. of Enolish Courses 


Mnn 


Nuefaer 


Three or Kre 


5.01 


1,373 


Tmo courses 


5.00 


2,159 


One Course 


4.97 


2,033 


None 


4.87 


1,974 


Entire Population 


4.96 


7,539 



The 6M is leant to assess students' knowledge of the 
liberal arts in coMwnity colleges. The literacy section, as 
well as the others, was designed specifically to assess the 
learning of cohorts of students, not individual students. The 
lata froi the GAA will be used as a tool to aid in prograi 
planning, curricular Modifications, and to gauge institutional 
outcoies. More infonation about the GM My be obtained froi: 

Center for the Study of CoMiunity Colleges 
Research Director: Florence B. Brawer 
1047 Sayley Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 9N24 

Ri ley, Michelle. The Cowmnitv Colleoe general Acadewic 
Assessient! Los Angeles District. 1983. Los Angelesi 
Center for the Study of CoMunity Colleges, 1%4. 
ED nuiber not yet assigned. 

Riley, Michelle. The Cowunitv Collepe General Acadeiic 
Assessient: Miaii--Dade Cowiunitv College District. 
1963* Los Angeles: Center for the Study of Comnity 
Colleges, 19S4. 
ED nuiber not yet assigned. 

ERIC Digests exaiining other sections of the GAA are 
available froi the ERIC Clearinghouse for Junior Colleges; 6116 
Math Sciences Building: UCLA: Los Anueles. California 90K4. 

ERIC Clearinghouse for 
Junior Colleges ^ 



